CIFF Short Returns as Feature Film
Film Documents Tenacious Spirit

"Stumped" takes the aud ience on a journey with Will
Lautzenheiser, left, after his 2011 double arm transplant.
He's shown here with partner Angel Gonzalez at the
hospital's press conference detailing his surgeries.

T

he world's first successful human organ
transplant occurred in 1954 at Boston's
Peter Bent Brigham Hospital. Richard
Herrick, who was dying of kidney disease,
received a life-saving organ from his identical
twin brother, Ronald.
Today, the hospital-which is now known
as Brigham and Women's Hospital-continues
to refine and evolve its transplant techniques,
and has performed cutting-edge procedures
such as full-face and double arm transplants.
As the documentary "Stumped" details,
the latter transplant transformed the life of
Will Lautzenheiser.
The teacher and filmmaker became
a quadrilateral amputee in 2011, after a
bacterial infection damaged his arms and legs.
However, in 2014, he had a successful double
arm transplant at Brigham and Women's.
"Stumped" follows Lautzenheiser's lengthy
medical-related rehabilitation, as he adjusts
first to post-amputation life and then, later,
learns how to adapt to his transplanted limbs.
The documentary also profiles his
unexpected second career in stand-up comedy.
Post-illness, Lautzenheiser discovered that
his sense of humor was a useful tool to
"break the ice" with friends and hospital staff,

as the film's director/ producer Robin Berghaus
puts it.
" He found a therapeutic and creative outlet
in comedy," she says. "Comedy was cathartic,
and became a gateway for Will to educate and
engage audiences about what it's like to live
with severe disabilities."
Berghaus first met Lautzenheiser when she
was working as a video producer for Boston
University, and had the chance to collaborate
on a piece about him for the college's alumni
magazine and news website.
That encounter grew into a 10-minute
documentary (also called " Stumped" that
screened at CIFF 38) that Berghaus directed
about Lautzenheiser's first comedy show and
his early days of post-amputation rehab.
" I was drawn to Will as a subject due to
his tenacious spirit and the positive way he
dealt with trauma," Berghaus says.
For those curious about the science and
mechanics behind the double arm transplant,
the film also delivers.
"As new medical territory, I imagined
audiences would want answers to the same
questions that were on my mind: How are
arm transplants performed, and what are the
risks and potential rewards of this experimental
surgery?" Berghaus says.
Above all, however, she stresses that
" Stumped" is as much a gesture of advocacy
as it is an absorbing human interest story.
"Will's story shows that when innovative
medicine is coupled with accessible health care,
people's lives can be saved and transformed,"
she says. "I hope audiences will urge their
representatives to support legislation aimed
at expanding medical research and providing affordable, sustainable health insurance for
everyone."
-Annie Zaleski

Opening Night is a festive occasion! Festiva lgoers look
forward to socializing with friends, fellow theater fanatics,
and ce lebrity guests . Many have been com ing for years;
others are first-timers. All had a fun time at the film and
later at the Opening Night party and are looking forward to
the next 11 days.

From left: Ken Alexander, who works at the California
Typewriter shop in Berkeley, California ; Doug Nichol , director
of CIFF 41 Opening Night film "California Typewriter"; and
Richard Poll, author of The Typewriter Revolution: A Typist's
Companion for the 21st Century.
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ter conning his way onto a high school
service trip to Tanzania with the promise
of returning with a polished promotional
video, director Jesse Nesser fell in love with filmmaking. In search of a documentary to pursue
after college graduation, a freelance gig in Detroit
would unexpectedly lead to his latest film,
"Walk With Me: The Trials of Damon]. Keith."
" I met Judge Keith a few years ago after his
biography came out called Crusader for Justice,
and they were looking for someone to film a
two-minute sound bite to help promote the
book," recalls Nesser. "But then I found out that
Judge Keith doesn't tell two-minute stories."
Rightfully so, as there's plenty to tell.At 94
years old, Judge Keith's life and career have
spanned decades of tumultuous change and
landmark court decisions.
"He's worked with Rosa Parks, Martin
Luther King,Jr.,JFK, Thurgood Marshall,"
Nesser says. "He put into law in the '70s what
they were fighting for in the '60s, but most of
these civil rights giants died before they could
tell their own story."
The director saw Judge Keith's lifetime of
experiences as an opportunity to capture the
judge's story in his own words, through his own
eyes, as he continues to work and make history.
Nesser formed an immediate bond with his
subject, captivated by his warm, genuine nature
and the extraordinary details of his life.
"Here's this little old man who gives you
a hug when you walk through the door, and
this was the same guy to be sued by President
Nixon 45 years earlier," says Nesser.
Positive change as a result ofJudge Keith's
rulings is evident throughout the nation, particularly the Motor City. In a 1971 lawsuit against
Detroit Edison,Judge Keith ordered the utility
company to pay more than $4 million for racial
discrimination in the workplace. Now, more
than four decades later, DTE Energy, formerly
Detroit Edison, has partnered with Ford Motor

Thursday March 30th
Citizen Jane: Battle for the City 7:00 pm

Saturday April 8th
Patti Cake$ 4:30 pm

Sunday April 9th

Schedule Changes:
Sunday April 2nd
September 12th 6 :00 pm
Playlist - Music Videos Program 8:30 pm

Cancellations:
Thursday March 30th
78/52 7:00 pm
Check for the latest festival updates
on Twitter or Facebook. Or visit
www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/updates

Challenge Match
The Challenge Match is the CIFF's annual
fundraising campaign, and the only time
of the year that we ask for your support
(we do not send out solicitation letters at
any time). The challenge to you--0ur
audience-is to raise $150,000, which will
be matched by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

We are $8,058 closer to
reaching our goal of $150,000!
A $10 DONATION QUALIFIES YOU FOR
ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!!
THE HUNGER GAMES - (MOSTLY) EAST:
Indulge in a meal out each month with
lunch or dinner at 12 area restaurants
(including Fleming's Steakhouse,
Edwins Restaurant, fire food and drink,
Tommy's, and more!) and a subscription
to EDIBLE CLEVELAND.
THE SOUND OF MUSIC: Whether you
prefer a night under the stars at Jacobs
Pavilion , or a performance by the
world-renowned Cleveland Orchestra,
we have you covered . To make your
musical evenings truly unforgettable,
we' ll also include gift ca rds for Luca and
Nighttown for dinner before each show.

Filmmaker Jesse Nesser, left, was captivated by Judge Damon
Keith's warm personality and extraord inary stories.

Company to completely finance this film that
includes that dark chapter of their company's
history.
" I think it speaks to Detroit, and to Judge
Keith, that he's got that kind of respect around
here," Nesser states.
In the virtuous words ofJudge Keith: "One
person can make a difference as long as you do
the right thing."
Nesser adds: " I think now more than ever we
need a lot of individuals to take that message on.
When you trace the progress we've made back
to a single decision made by a single judge, and
judges like Judge Keith, the ripple effects always
astound me."
-Amy Brown
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Visit The Daily online edition at
www.clevelandfilm.org/festivaVthe-daily-pdfs.

Stop by the Challenge Match table in the
Tower City Cinemas lobby to donate.

TODAY'S ONLINE VERSION INCLUDES:
• The Force (Playing today at 8:40 p.m.)
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UNITED
Official Airline of the 41st CIFF
The Cleveland International Rim Festival receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our region's
artistic and cultural heritage.
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ILLUMINATE:

After watch ing "California Typewriter," Opening Night audience
members were given an additional nostalgic experience: typing
love letters to GIFF on vintage typewriters.

Peter Nicks, Akron
native, and director/
producer/writer of
"The Force, " explains
how he came upon the
story for his documentary and how he hopes
the film will humanize
those police officers
who are working toward
policing reform.
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