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Transitioning Perspective:

says Sonderegger,
“and it’s very
different to see
families helping out.
This topic is very
exotic to them.”
Given the film’s
presumed exotic
LEFT: Christian Sonderegger is a French filmmaker with
nature, however,
ties to Chagrin Falls, Ohio. ABOVE: “Coby” follows the
filmmaker’s stepsister’s transition from female to male,
Sonderegger was
and the reactions and support he receives.
determined to
ver since Christian Sonderegger was
“get intimate without getting voyeuristic.”
12 years old watching Alfred Hitchcock
“Editing had to be very careful,” Sonderegger
movies, he knew he wanted to grow up says. “I wanted to talk to a broad audience, not
to create his own. After three decades working just the LGBT community, and not be too
in the film industry, Sonderegger brings us
overwhelming or intrusive. I wanted to change
“Coby,” his first feature-length film from the
the way people see this, by not just focusing
director’s chair.
on the suffering, but instead focusing on the
Born in France, Sonderegger was given up
positive.”
for adoption.Years later after finding his birth
A welcome approach to a unique storyline,
mother, he discovered he also had a 12-yearindeed. Sonderegger insists that
old half-sister, Suzanna, living in Chagrin Falls, although “Coby” is an American story, the
Ohio. The siblings would see each other
film is unmistakably French from the way
every few years, and when Suzanna asked
it was shot and edited, making European
Sonderegger to create a film about her desire
audiences feel right at home. American
to transition from female to male, using the
reactions, however, are more of a mystery.
transitional name Coby, Sonderegger had
“I’m really French,” says Sonderegger.
reservations.
“I don’t really know at all. This is a very big
“I thought it was a bad idea,” recalls
American premiere for us, and it’s going to be
Sonderegger. “I was more [of a] narrative
interesting. I’m very excited to see, I have no
[storyteller], and I didn’t want a reality show
idea [how they will react].”
showing all the dramatic parts of [the
Ultimately, Sonderegger hopes to portray
transition]. I wanted to talk about the Coby
the same message to audiences, no matter on
I saw in front of me.”
which side of the Atlantic they reside.
For this reason, Sonderegger chose to shoot
“The idea of the film is that we’re the
the film five years after Coby’s transition was
same, and that nothing is wrong with Coby,”
complete to capture his life as he’s leading it now. Sonderegger says. “Normality is a wider range
Although the director envisioned where
of behaving and acting than we think.”
the film would lead when he began, the story
—Amy Brown
went beyond Coby’s personal experience to
include the interactions with his close family
SHOWING
COBY
and friends.
TODAY
is playing today at 7:25 p.m.
“In France, it’s harder to get a new identity,”
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An American Story Told through a French Lens

Marvin Blunte introduces his film “6 Weeks to Mother’s
Day” to Thursday’s audience.
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Middle and bottom: Let the films begin! Tower City Cinemas
welcomed the daytime crowds.
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Santiago Rizzo: ‘Just trying to heal’

Festival Updates

S

antiago Rizzo spent time in juvenile hall,
lived on the streets, and graduated from
prestigious Stanford University.
As a kid, he was trying to survive, he says. “As
an adult, I’m just trying to heal.”
Rizzo was abused by his stepfather, and had a
sad, lonely childhood. It was his loving teacher,
Tim Moellering, who took him in and gave
him hope.
“Quest,” is Rizzo’s directorial debut and the
story is based on his life and his friendship with
his teacher. Making the film “forced me to face
my shadows and bring them to light,” he says.
“Stanford and all the success I’ve had was purely
a function of covering up my pain.”
After Rizzo graduated from college, Moellering
suggested they write a book about their story. “I
was deep in my pain and ego then, so I suggested
we make a movie instead,” says Rizzo.
So a script was written, and he made the
promise to Moellering, right before he died, that
he “would make this movie in his honor.” That
was a promise Rizzo was not willing to break.
“Tim always said that if I ever got lost to make
the movie ... a few years after he died, I felt lost,”
Rizzo explains. “So I knew it was time.”
Not only did Rizzo have to relive his sad and
abusive childhood while making the film, he
also had to relive the loss of Tim, who died from
cancer in 2011.
“It was one of the most painful paths I think
I could take,” he says. To make matters worse,
in order to fund his project, he had to sell the
house he and Moellering had bought together.
Rizzo began as the project’s producer, and
ended up as its director. “Never in a million
years did I think I would direct it,” he says.
“In fact, Tim told me not to.”
But it was the only way. None of the major
agencies and producers he gave the script to
were interested. “They didn’t see money in it,”
Rizzo says. “So I produced and directed and
casted.”
His inexperience made it difficult, he admits,
but it came together out of love. The cast’s
“humanity and talent made it easier.”

Late Additions:
Friday April 13th
We the Animals 1:35 pm

Saturday April 14th
We the Animals 7:00 pm

Sunday April 15th
Lean on Pete 4:30 pm
Check for the latest festival updates
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ciff or
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ClevelandInternationalFilmFestival.
Or visit www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/
updates.

Challenge Match
The Challenge Match is the CIFF’s annual
fundraising campaign, and the only time of
the year that we ask for your support (we
do not send out solicitation letters at any
time). The challenge to you—our
audience—is to raise $150,000, which will
be matched by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

We are $18,560 closer to
reaching our goal of $150,000!
A $10 DONATION QUALIFIES YOU FOR
ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!!
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM(S): Admission
to the Museum of Natural History and
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, and tickets
for the Cleveland Orchestra at Blossom
Music Center, the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame and Museum, and Greater
Cleveland Aquarium. Plus, enjoy FREE
ICE CREAM FOR A YEAR from Mitchell’s
Homemade Ice Cream!
OUR WINNING SEASON: This is the
ultimate sports prize package! We’ve
included tickets to Cavaliers, Indians,
and Browns games, a basketball signed
by Tristan Thompson, merchandise from
Great Lakes Brewing Company, and
packaged meats for tailgating!
THE ROCKER: Spend a weekend downtown with tickets to the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame and Museum, a night under the
stars at Jacobs Pavilion, an overnight stay
at the Renaissance Cleveland Hotel, and
an unforgettable meal at Parker’s
Downtown Cleveland!
Stop by the Challenge Match table in the
Tower City Cinemas lobby to donate.

SHOWING   QUEST
is playing today at 8:50 p.m.
TODAY

THE

ONLINE

Visit The Daily online edition at
www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/the-daily.

TODAY’S ONLINE VERSION INCLUDES:
• Chef Flynn (Playing today at 6:45 p.m.)

Cameron Yates explains that his documentary
about young Chef Flynn McGarry is about more
than food and cooking. It’s about boyhood,
motherhood, and parental sacrifice.
Spelling bees are like a competitive sport for
kids, says filmmaker Sam Rega. Training for
these competitions becomes a family affair
within Indian-American households.
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The Cleveland International Film Festival receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our region’s
artistic and cultural heritage.

What would Moellering say if he were here and
was asked to introduce the film to an audience?
“Here’s a film from one of the most capable
people I know,” Rizzo speculates. “I always told
Santi he could do anything he put his mind to.
... Now, I am asking for your help to get this
movie out. I left Santiago with my Rules to Live
By before I died and I asked him to share them
with you.
“My life has been wonderful, and if I had to
do it all over again, I wouldn’t change a thing.
Santiago is one of the things I am most proud
of. It’s time we heal and shift humanity toward
what Santiago now calls ‘love.’ Follow my
rules—and if you have any questions, ask Santi.
He knows how to find me.”
Rizzo concludes, “More than anyone in
the world, I wish Tim were here right now to
see it.”		
—Anne M. DiTeodoro

• Breaking the Bee (Playing today at 6:50 p.m.)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Official Airline of the 42nd CIFF

Tim Moellering, left, teacher and coach, named the movie
“Quest.” “It wasn’t until after I made it that I understood why,”
explains Santiago Rizzo, right. One of Tim’s friends pointed out
a quote from Joseph Campbell, professor and writer: “What
is it we are questing for? It is the fulfillment of that which is
potential in each of us. Questing for it is not an ego trip; it
is an adventure to bring into fulfillment your gift to the world,
which is yourself.”

• Pick of the Litter (Playing today at 7:00 p.m.)

Dana Nachman brings messages of hope and
joy to even the darkest topics, returning to the
Festival for a third time with two compelling films.

• Getting Naked (Playing today at 8:45 p.m.)

EMBRACE CURIOSITY

Even when waiting in line, CIFF attendees can soak up a
little creativity, as evidence of this year’s theme, “Embrace
Curiosity,” is everywhere.

New York filmmaker James Lester admits
his film is provocative, but not very sexy.
Find out why.

