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Cleveland’s Bone Thugs-N-Harmony
take center stage in new doc
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leveland audiences are already on their
feet for their hometown boys, Grammy
award-winning rap group Bone
Thugs-N-Harmony. Director Tim Newfang’s
“Sons of St. Clair” brings the story of two
of the group’s founding members from the
recording studio to the movie theater.
“Initially, I was inspired to tell a more
biographical story of Bone’s career, and we
still have hopes for that project progressing,”
says Newfang. “As we were simultaneously
filming and building a relationship with the
guys, Krayzie and Bizzy decided to create a
duet record, ‘New Waves.’ We couldn’t pass up
the opportunity to pivot and tell a story about
what they were up to currently, as well as the
plan for the future.”
And as if fans had any doubt of what it
would be like to document the creative
process of Krayzie and Bizzy, Newfang
confirms our suspicions.

“They’re the best,” says Newfang. “I’m
grateful they allowed us access into the studio
and their world and trusted me to tell their
story. It’s a special thing to be able to witness
masters of their craft create art.”
Formed on Cleveland’s east side in 1991,
Bone Thugs’ body of work has made a
lasting impression on the music industry
and continues to inspire new generations
of rap and hip-hop artists. While many music
careers are fleeting, Bone’s grit and passion
have helped them endure.
“I hope [the film] lets artists know that no
matter what age you are, or how long you’ve
been doing something, that you can always
continue to evolve and progress and create
new art,” says Newfang. “There is no
expiration date on creativity. I hope that the
film makes Clevelanders proud of their city
and of those from the larger community that
have accomplished great things like Bone
and LeBron.” 		
—Amy Brown
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SONS OF ST. CLAIR

is playing today at 9:15 p.m.

Filmmaker Roxy Toporowych, right, is a native of Parma,
Ohio, and spent a year in Ukraine on a Fulbright Scholarship. Her film, “Julia Blue,” was shot in her family’s village
and her aunts and nephews appear in it. The story, she
says, is “as authentic as possible.” Ben Kim, left, the
film’s editor, and Nilou Safinya, its producer, were also
part of the audience Q&A.
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Hip-hop icons Bizzy Bone, left, and Krayzie Bone, center, are the subjects of Tim Newfang’s feature film. Newfang, right,
became a fan of the Cleveland group while growing up in Dallas.
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It’s Friday night, so naturally the conversation turns to beer.
Although it was a “dry” discussion (no cold brews were
consumed), brewing experts talked about their craft and
their love of the beverage.

Films can enthrall and enlighten. This student seems to be
experiencing both things at today’s FilmSlam.
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The Festival unfolds day by day on Flickr. Check out photos
often at www.flickr.com/photos/clevelandfilm/albums
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Be Curious with Dee

Festival Updates

Y

Late Additions:

ou may not recognize her face,
but once you hear that voice,
you’ll know it’s Dee Perry. And
she’s inviting you to be part of her
“Embrace Curiosi-Dee” audio
program—a first for the Cleveland
International Film Festival.
“I’m SO excited!” she says. “I have
watched in awe as, each year, the
Festival’s dedicated staff has sought out
powerful films from around the globe,
and brought home cinematic messages
that connect us to worlds outside of
our own, while illuminating our inner
worlds as well. To have a chance to be
Can we talk? Certainly! Dee Perry can’t wait to hear your CIFF story.
even a small part of that mission is
thrilling!”
Then stop and see Dee in Chat Room 2,
Although Perry has retired from her full-time
Level 2 of Tower City, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
public radio program on ideastream, she is still as on April 7-8 and 11-13. Those who do can
busy as ever. “I’ve taken on a number of projects share their CIFF story, have it recorded, and
that I wouldn’t have had time and/or energy
then uploaded to StoryCorps.org, an online
for otherwise,” she says.You will still find her
platform for collecting, sharing, and preserving
working on several oral history projects as well
people’s stories.
as researching, writing, and hosting programs for
This year’s theme is Embrace Curiosity and
such clients as Tri-C, The Cleveland Museum of Dee is “curious to hear what stories audience
Art, and Cleveland Public Theatre.
members will share about the impact the
“I always wanted to maintain the friendships
Festival has had on them,” she says. “I’m also a
and relationships I built in the community over
film lover and I look forward to chatting about
almost three decades in public broadcasting, and
past and present onscreen favorites with other
in the past couple of years what that’s meant
fans.”
is saying ‘yes’ to projects that challenge and
She admits, “I have NO idea who’ll stop by
intrigue me,” she says.
to chat, but that’s part of what I like about this
Want to share a Festival story with Dee?
project: the element of surprise.”
Loved a film and want to tell others about it?
—Anne M. DiTeodoro

Friday April 13th
We the Animals 1:35 pm

Saturday April 14th
We the Animals 7:00 pm

Sunday April 15th
Lean on Pete 4:30 pm
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Check for the latest festival updates
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ciff or
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ClevelandInternationalFilmFestival.
Or visit www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/
updates.

Challenge Match
The Challenge Match is the CIFF’s annual
fundraising campaign, and the only time of
the year that we ask for your support (we
do not send out solicitation letters at any
time). The challenge to you—our
audience—is to raise $150,000, which will
be matched by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

We are $24,280 closer to
reaching our goal of $150,000!
A $10 DONATION QUALIFIES YOU FOR
ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!!
SIDEWAYS: Whether you’re a serious
collector or a casual oenophile, you’ll
be the envy of your friends with an
instantaneous wine collection featuring
3 cases of wine from top wine-producing
regions around the world, including the
U.S., France, and Italy!
THE HUNGER GAMES – (MOSTLY) EAST:
Indulge in a meal out each month with
lunch or dinner at 12 area restaurants
(including Barrio, fire food and drink,
Slyman’s Tavern, Tommy’s, and more),
a mug, and subscription to EDIBLE
CLEVELAND.

THE

Visit The Daily online edition at
www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/the-daily.

THE HUNGER GAMES – (MOSTLY) WEST:
Indulge in a meal out each month with
lunch or dinner at 12 area restaurants
(including Le Petit Triangle, Soho Chicken
+ Whiskey, Spice Kitchen & Bar, Melt
Bar & Grilled, and more), a mug, and
subscription to EDIBLE CLEVELAND.

TODAY’S ONLINE VERSION INCLUDES:
• Edie (Playing today at 9:20 a.m.)

Filmmaker Simon Hunter talks about the theme
of his new film “Edie”: how it’s never too late to
find a new direction.

Stop by the Challenge Match table in the
Tower City Cinemas lobby to donate.

• I Am Evidence (Playing today at 7:40 p.m.)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Trish Adlesic talks healing and justice. She
also credits Cleveland for its dedication to
addressing thousands of unsolved rape cases.
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Official Airline of the 42nd CIFF
The Cleveland International Film Festival receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our region’s
artistic and cultural heritage.

ONLINE

• Rainbow Experiment
(Playing today at 9:30 p.m.)
Her love for film began in her native country of

Greece, but Christina Kallas honed her directing
skills when she came to New York.

EMBRACE CURIOSITY

A warm embrace among new friends Yvonne Carter, right, and
Tiana Wilson took place at Friday’s FilmSlam, part of CIFF’s
African Diaspora sidebar, or those films that focus on stories
from Africa, made by and about Africans and people of African
descent.

• And Then I Go (Playing today at 9:45 p.m.)

Vincent Grashaw takes a different perspective
of school violence and focuses on the power of
friendship at a young age.

