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he was very serious and dedicated
while everyone else would be
joking around. He just seemed like
a genuinely good person, and that’s
what drew us to him.”
As filming progressed, Martins
felt more at ease having the film
crew capture his day-to-day work
mending dangerous power lines
and facing frustrated residents.
More challenges arose, however,
with Nigeria’s bureaucracy and
growing suspicions.
“Many communities in the
Shasha Nakhai, left, introduces her film “Take Light” with the film’s editor
Rich Williamson. Nakhai was born in the Philippines and grew up in Nigeria.
Niger Delta have a strong distrust
She now resides in Toronto.
and curiosity in what foreigners are
doing there, and justifiably so, given
slow internet connection or a blinking
their
history
with colonialism, foreign
microwave clock after a hard thundernon-governmental
organizations (NGOs),
storm hardly seem relevant when
and
extractive
industries,”
Nakhai says.
considering only half of Nigeria’s population
“Getting
over
that
initial
distrust
by taking the
has access to electricity. After studying broadcast
time
to
explain
ourselves
and
diffusing
hairy
journalism and shifting into documentary
situations
with
humor
was
crucial
to
getting
filmmaking, director Shasha Nakhai unveils
anything done, but it [was] also something that
“Take Light,” a glimpse into the nation of her
could be dangerous, and time-consuming.”
childhood where reliable energy is a luxury.
Despite these hurdles, the film reveals the
“I remember going into our backyard shed
humility,
the character, and the sustained
with a flashlight in the middle of the night to
hope
these
residents have in their nation’s
turn on our diesel generator,” Nakhai recalls.
future.
For
many
viewers, this may be a rare,
“I remember being fanned to sleep by my
yet
refreshing,
look
at a people often
parents during week-long blackout periods.
misrepresented
in
America’s
mainstream
Power was very much a defining factor of life
media.
in Nigeria, even for a privileged oyibo
“I hope this film helps to build bridges
[non-African] like me. The problem affected
of
understanding and helps CIFF audiences
everyone, rich and poor, and it continued to
develop
a more complex idea of Nigeria that
affect me in ways I couldn’t even imagine,
pushes
beyond
tired tropes and stereotypes,”
long after I moved to Canada at age 15.”
says
Nakhai.
“I
also
hope this film will spark
When Nakhai and her team set out to document the impacts of Nigeria’s energy crisis, they conversations about the global transition to
renewable energy.”
—Amy Brown
were introduced to Martins, a crew member of
the country’s power distribution company.
“He had an honesty and radiance about
SHOWING
TAKE LIGHT
him that made him very charming and funny,”
TODAY
is playing today at 7:35 p.m.
says Nakhai. “But when it was time to work,

From left, Mariska Hargitay, producer, and Trish Adlesic,
co-director, presided over a powerful Q&A about their film
“I Am Evidence.”
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Power Struggle: Nigeria’s
Fight to Keep the Lights On

CIFF2 student Zaria Johnson prepares for a filmmaker
interview. CIFF2, or CIFF-squared, participants produce short
films during their time in the program. Their shorts will be
available after the Festival on the CIFF website. The
program, in its second year, connects local female and
non-binary high school students-of-color with women-of-color
filmmakers who have films screening at the Festival.
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Exploring Grandville from the Inside

Festival Updates

F

or Sasha Levinson, releasing
“Welcome to Grandville” is a deeply
personal experience.
“To have you watch this film is to have you
visit my world,” she says. It’s fitting that, rather
than using the traditional narrative form of film,
she and her partner, Alexandre Lefebvre, have
opted for an immersive, interactive format.
“Interactive media is something that I didn’t
think too much about until I met my partner
Alex,” Levinson admits. “I’ve always loved this
idea of creating immersive worlds—that’s how I
experienced movies as a kid, and what made me
want to make them.”
“Welcome to Grandville” follows three
generations of mothers and daughters as they
struggle with the fallout of a suicide. For Pam,
her husband’s death has forced her to return
home and confront her past. Her daughter,
Sydney, is struggling with the loss of her father
and the onset of adolescence, while her mother,
Georgia, is in the middle of a bitter mayoral reelection battle. In an ordinary film, these stories
would play out in chunks, with many moments
left on the cutting room floor and only referred
to in passing by other characters. But visitors to
the CIFF Perspectives screening, where
“Welcome to Grandville” is being showcased,
get to make their own editorial decisions.
Viewers will be able to choose which of the
characters to follow, although at any point they
will have the option of seeing what is happening
to other characters at the same time. The choices
they make, of what they see and what they don’t
see, will shape the emotional tenor of the experience. The result is that every viewing of the
story is unique, and no two repeat viewings will
ever be quite the same.
Levinson began in short film, but quickly made
a name for herself in the music video industry.

Added Screenings:
Saturday April 14th
Pick of the Litter 9:20 am
Manry at Sea ~ In the Wake of a Dream
9:25 am

Late Additions:
Friday April 13th
We the Animals 1:35 pm

Saturday April 14th
We the Animals 7:00 pm

Sunday April 15th
Lean on Pete 4:30 pm
Check for the latest festival updates
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ciff or
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ClevelandInternationalFilmFestival.
Or visit www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/
updates.

Challenge Match
The Challenge Match is the CIFF’s annual
fundraising campaign, and the only time of
the year that we ask for your support (we
do not send out solicitation letters at any
time). The challenge to you—our
audience—is to raise $150,000, which will
be matched by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

We are $55,253 closer to
reaching our goal of $150,000!
A $10 DONATION QUALIFIES YOU FOR
ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!!
SIDEWAYS: Whether you’re a serious
collector or a casual oenophile, you’ll
be the envy of your friends with an
instantaneous wine collection featuring
3 cases of wine from top wine-producing
regions around the world, including the
U.S., France, and Italy!
THE MAKEOVER: Makeover your bedroom
thanks to Wayside Furniture. Enjoy a
3-sectioned wall closet insert with
professional installation from The Closet
Factory and then celebrate with a custom
decorated delicacy from Cakes by
Michelle. Is it bedtime yet?

Filmmaker Sasha Levinson also has a portfolio of advertising
content for brands such as Microsoft, Starbucks, Walmart,
Samsung, and BoomChicaPop.

“Everything I’ve ever created has had some
musical element to it,” she says. “Some piece of
transformation that is incited by music and the
human response to it. I think making music
videos taught me how to be visual without
relying on language, something I come to
really love in film.”
While virtual reality, interactive media, and
immersive media are still very new and finding their way, Levinson already has plans for it.
“I don’t know what will happen next in the
medium but I do know what I would like to
do,” she says. “I’d like to create an episodic series
based on Grandville in which we populate an
entire town with a tapestry of drama and
wonderful conflict and we give our audience
keys to the town. Really, I want to take the
concept of what we’ve done so far and do it
on a much larger scale.”
So stop by Perspectives, and see if Grandville
is a place in which you would like to spend
time. No matter which way you go into it,
you’re sure to see something new and surprising.
—Lara Klaber
SHOWING
TODAY

  WELCOME TO
GRANDVILLE
is part of the Perspectives

exhibition for immersive
storytelling, featuring Interactive
Media, and Virtual Reality on
level M2 in Tower City Center

Perspectives hours: Thursday, April 5th
through Saturday, April 14th - 11am to 7pm
Sunday, April 15th - 11am to 5pm

Stop by the Challenge Match table in the
Tower City Cinemas lobby to donate.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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Official Airline of the 42nd CIFF
The Cleveland International Film Festival receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our region’s
artistic and cultural heritage.

ONLINE

Visit The Daily online edition at
www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/the-daily.

TODAY’S ONLINE VERSION INCLUDES:

EMBRACE CURIOSITY

Sometimes embracing curiosity leads us to real-life embraces
from our heroes! Miss Mitchell, right, was thrilled to be in the
audience when “Sons of St. Clair” premiered last night, but to
actually meet Krayzie Bone and get a photo together was beyond
her expectations.

• To Err is Human (Playing today at 11:35 a.m.)

According to director Mike Eisenberg, this
film about healthcare is “an awareness-driven
and hopeful documentary about an industry
in crisis.”

