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lthough “Tripped Up” takes place mostly
in Europe, its ties to Cleveland—and to
the CIFF—are profound. Director Laura
Watilo Blake is a long-time Festival alum and
former Daily editor, cinematographer Bob
Reiland is the driving force behind the Festival’s
“Meet the Filmmakers” and “Daily Buzz” video
programs, and Competitours founder Steve
Belkin is the son of CIFF board member, and
Belkin Productions co-founder, Jules Belkin.
Don’t think for a second that the film was
a shoo-in because of family ties, though.
“Tripped Up” is an extraordinary, riveting tale
about an unconventional travel agency—billed
as “an ‘Amazing Race’ for regular people” by
the Chicago Tribune—that takes its customers on
wild, whirlwind adventures across the world.
Blake and Reiland accompanied a tour group
in 2015 as they explored Europe, and their
adventures are captured in the resulting film.
Blake was first introduced to Belkin by his
mother, Fran, in 2009, shortly after he formed
Competitours, and she wrote a piece about
the company for a local magazine. Both of
them are obsessed with traveling—Blake
has been to 101 countries, at last count, and
Belkin’s “travel hacking” has taken him all over
the world—and she had been considering
doing a video series about extreme travelers.
“I am constantly embracing curiosity by
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is playing today at 7:20 p.m.

Yesterday morning’s discussion centered on short films.
Ann Talman (left)’s short, “Woody’s Order!” was inspired
by her brother. Chris Watson, center, directed “Bagheera,”
which was shot in Mumbai. On the right is Monika Petrillo,
director of “Wink,” a 15-minute short.
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Take Europe by storm with Festival family members Laura Watilo
Blake, left, and Bob Reiland, as they document the madcap
adventures of a group of extreme travelers in “Tripped Up.”

exploring the world,” she says, “and getting to
know other cultures and places. I am interested
in people and their stories, so I suppose that’s
why I became a journalist. As you can imagine,
it can be pretty costly to follow around these
world adventurers.”
Then Fran approached her again in 2015
with the idea of filming a Competitours
adventure. Blake decided that it would be “the
perfect vehicle for getting to know Steve, his
entrepreneurial endeavors, and his unorthodox
approach to travel.”
She recruited Reiland early on. “Laura
reached out to me to be another set of hands,
and quickly it evolved into a full-on
cinematographer role,” he says.
The two had known each other for several
years at that point; Blake had begun managing
the CIFF Media Hub in 2005, and Reiland
came on board in 2011, initially to help edit
the videos she was shooting and eventually
to run the video production wing.
“We worked together for a couple years,”
he recalls, “and we stayed good friends. We
shot some stuff outside of [the Festival] to
prove that we could work well together.”
When Blake reached out to Reiland in
2015, the timing was perfect; he was preparing
to make the leap to full-time freelance videography. Traveling to Europe for a 12-day filming
excursion took filmmaking to an entirely new
level for him, most critically teaching him how
to pack, and budget, for location work.
“It was very bare-bones filmmaking,” he
explains, “essentially what I could fit into a
carry-on. It’s also really expensive to just walk
into the closest store in another country, and
say, ‘I need a terabyte.’”
—Lara Klaber

Akash Vukotic is a master speller, and a charming guest.
The audience totally embraced him during the “Breaking
the Bee” Q&A after Sunday’s screening.
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Exploring the World
of Extreme Travel
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Halfway through CIFF, the crowds are still having a ball
heading down to Tower City Cinemas to catch a film (or two).
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Making Abusers Take Accountability

Festival Updates

A

ttiya Khan doesn’t use the word “brave” to
describe herself. But she “would use that
word to describe anyone else who
participates in a creative project to work
through their trauma,” she says.
Khan’s creative project is her film, “A Better
Man,” in which she confronts her former
abusive boyfriend, Steve, from years past to ask
him about how he remembers their relationship
and how he justifies what he did to her.
“When I think of when I was in a relationship with Steve, I see myself as incredibly strong
and resilient,” she says. “Many people view
people who are experiencing violence as weak.
I disagree. It takes an enormous amount of
strength to live in a violent relationship and to
keep going.”
Khan and Steve were in a relationship for
more than two years, and she is convinced,
although shocked, that talking to the person
who hurt her helped her heal.
“By talking in detail about the abuse Steve
inflicted on me … and how it impacted me, I
started to feel some of the pain release from my
body,” she says. Although the relationship ended
two decades ago, Khan still had nightmares and
panic attacks. “I feel more calm and comfortable,” she says about her life now.
In addition to directing this film, Khan is a
counselor, advocate, and healer.
“On a personal level, I feel hopeful because
this experience has shown me that people are
capable of becoming accountable and repairing
harms which leads to healing,” she says.
Although the project was painful and taxing
on Khan, once she began, she never thought
twice about walking away from it. Initially, she
planned that the film would include information
with professionals who work with people who
use violence. When Steve agreed to participate,
she knew she had to “dive deeply” into her
own story.

Added Screenings:
Saturday April 14th
Pick of the Litter 9:20 am
Manry at Sea ~ In the Wake of a Dream
9:25 am

Burden of Genius 9:35 am

Sunday April 15th
Edie 9:05 am
6 Weeks to Mother’s Day 11:05 am

Late Additions:
Friday April 13th
We the Animals 1:35 pm

Saturday April 14th
We the Animals 7:00 pm

Sunday April 15th
Lean on Pete 4:30 pm
Check for the latest festival updates
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ciff or
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ClevelandInternationalFilmFestival.
Or visit www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/
updates.

Challenge Match
The Challenge Match is the CIFF’s annual
fundraising campaign, and the only time of
the year that we ask for your support (we
do not send out solicitation letters at any
time). The challenge to you—our
audience—is to raise $150,000, which will
be matched by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

We are $62,389 closer to
reaching our goal of $150,000!
A $10 DONATION QUALIFIES YOU FOR
ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!!
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM(S): Admission
to the Museum of Natural History and
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, and tickets
for the Cleveland Orchestra at Blossom
Music Center, the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame and Museum, and Greater
Cleveland Aquarium. Plus, enjoy FREE
ICE CREAM FOR A YEAR from Mitchell’s
Homemade Ice Cream!

In a scene from “A Better Man,” Attiya Khan confronts her
former boyfriend, Steve, about their abusive relationship. “By
talking in detail about the abuse Steve inflicted on me … and
how it impacted me, I started to feel some of the pain release
from my body,” she says.

“It was incredibly difficult and painful,”
she admits. “At times I felt like my body
would explode from the intense feelings our
conversations brought up.”
For some, her film may be too difficult
to watch, and she doesn’t recommend that
everyone who has been harmed confront their
abuser. “But it should be a choice that we are
given and there should be lots of support when
participating in conversations like Steve and I
have had,” she says.
She points out that her meetings with Steve
were guided by a professional therapist, Tod
Augusta-Scott. “He helped us navigate through
our difficult conversations and helped to create
a space where both Steve and I felt supported,
comfortable, vulnerable, and brave enough to
dive into our past together,” she says.
Khan concludes, “This film is not about
forgiveness. It is about the healing that takes
place when the person who hurt me takes
responsibility for the harm he created.”
—Anne M. DiTeodoro
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A BETTER MAN

is playing today at 4:30 p.m.

Stop by the Challenge Match table in the
Tower City Cinemas lobby to donate.

The Cleveland International Film Festival receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our region’s
artistic and cultural heritage.
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Official Airline of the 42nd CIFF
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

EMBRACE CURIOSITY

LEFT: For the Beachland Ballroom screening of “Getting Naked,” CIFF42 Director of Programming and Projection Mallory Martin, left,
was joined by the movie’s director, James Lester, and performer Hazel Honeysuckle. RIGHT: Patrons attending the screening of
“Getting Naked” were also treated to burlesque performances full of artistry and humor.

