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a population of 23 million, it’s the only
country in the world where single-malt
outsells blended whisky.
While making the film, Peat and his crew
encountered several obstacles, including
Scotland’s soggy weather. “Film equipment
doesn’t like rain, so we were constantly
dodging in and out of our rented car,” he
recalls. Distilling 67 hours of footage into an
84-minute film was also “a real challenge,”
Peat says.
“The heart of our film is the characters, the
men and women who produce Scotch whisky,
from the barley farmers to the bottle makers,”
he says. “You can literally see the passion and
joy and pride they have in their work and this
world-renowned product.They share their
amazing stories, and some very humorous
anecdotes with us.”
Such effervescent zeal is contagious—and
ensures that “Scotch - A Golden Dream” has
broad appeal.
“Our film is meant to be enjoyed by
anyone, not only by Scotch lovers and people
who are interested in Scotland,” Peat says.
“It’s a film of the heart.You will laugh—and
possibly cry—by the time the credits roll.”
—Annie Zaleski
SHOWING
TODAY

 COTCH S
A GOLDEN DREAM
is playing today at 5:00 p.m.
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he next time you have a nip of Scotch
whisky, don’t be surprised if it’s much
more satisfying than your average drink.
Not only have Scotland’s residents been
distilling the potent libation for over 500 years,
but the country’s whisky industry is highly
regulated, in order to ensure the production of
a top-notch product.
Highlighting the unique nature of Scotch
whisky is one goal of the documentary
“Scotch - A Golden Dream,” which covers
the history, heritage, and evolution of the spirit
through the eyes of its makers, distillers, and
blenders.
“[Whisky] has brought [the Scots] fame and
recognition around the world,” says director Andrew Peat. “And, as the makers clearly
articulate in our film, they have a passion to
produce only the finest product, and work
constantly to develop it.”
Peat first became interested in Scotch
whisky while spending a year as an exchange
fellow at the University of St. Andrews in Fife,
Scotland. After matriculating at USC Film
School, he discovered there was “very little in
the way of documentaries” covering the
libation, and decided to dive into researching.
As a result, his documentary skews toward
the educational. It covers the process of
whisky-making, from the farm to the factory,
and highlights interesting factoids about the
spirit. For example, although Taiwan only has

Walter, left, and his father Stephen Wertheim were in the
audience at the Cedar Lee Theatre last night to watch
“GI Jews--Jewish Americans in WWII.” Stephen is a veteran
and was stationed in Okinawa, where he was awarded the
Purple Heart at age 19. He also escaped from Nazi Germany.

Generous patrons donate to the Challenge Match, CIFF’s
annual (and only!) fundraising campaign.
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Andrew Peat, left, whose grandfather emigrated from Scotland and settled in Cleveland, first became interested in Scotch
whisky while studying abroad in Scotland at the University of St. Andrews. Right, the film profiles people such as Jim McEwan,
a distiller and master blender with over 50 years in the whisky business.
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Cheers! Documentary highlights
Scotland’s top-shelf whisky industry

It’s showtime at the Cedar Lee!

Hal, the Genius
A

Festival Updates
Added Screenings:

my Scott was eight
months pregnant
with her first child
when she read Nick Dawson’s
biography on Hal Ashby,
Being Hal Ashby: Life of a
Hollywood Rebel.
“It floored me,” she says.
ABOVE: “Hal” gives audiences a behind-the-scenes
look at prolific filmmaker Hal Ashby. RIGHT: Amy
She was familiar with Ashby’s
Scott started work on “Hal,” her first feature film,
films, and was “an ardent fan
“at the worst imaginable time, just before embarking on new motherhood,” she says. “I had two
of his storytelling and gorgeous
kids in the time it took to make this.”
artistry,” but she didn’t know
much about the man.
“I could immediately visualize his story,” she
understanding of the human condition and dark
continues, but assumed that it had already been
comedy,” says Scott. “But it was his wry sense of
done. “Miraculously,” she says, “it had not.”
humor that really got me … [he wrote] these
It was time for the story to be told, and she
hilariously acerbic memos to, like, the head of
knew she was the one to tell it.Yes, her backParamount!?!”
ground was in filmmaking, but as an editor.
Although her children are growing up on
This would be her directorial debut.
Disney, her introduction to film was drastically
Hal Ashby was a cinematic genius and quite
different. “My parents gave us a lot of latitude
prolific in the 1970s. “Harold and Maude,”
with the TV and I can remember watching
“Coming Home,” “Shampoo,” and “Being
‘Close Encounters’ and ‘Jaws’ at way too young
There” are just some of his films that cinephiles
of an age,” she admits.
will recognize. “The fact that he was able to
In college, she “discovered the world of
create seven Oscar-winning films in nine years is documentary filmmaking and never looked
a crazy feat of creative strength and endurance,”
back.” After her professor made her class watch
exclaims Scott. She knew, however, that even
two documentaries in one day—“Hands on
geniuses are not without fault.
a Hard Body,” an independent film, and “The
“When you can witness that level of creative
Sorrow and the Pity,” a war/historical story, she
output,” she says, “it often comes at a cost—
was hooked. “It cracked my brain wide open,”
usually in the form of an emotional and
she says.
personal sacrifice.”
To other young women trying to follow
Not only did Scott interview the likes of
their dream of filmmaking, she has this advice:
Jane Fonda, Jon Voight, and Rosanna Arquette,
“None of this will be easy, and perhaps won’t
actors in Ashby’s films, she was able to read his
pay off for a long time—and never in the form
letters and correspondence, which she found
you think it will—but it can, and will, be done if
fascinating.
you adhere to the stubborn, blind passion that is
“I knew he had a sharp wit from the scripts
filmmaking!”
that he chose to make, and he had a deep
—Anne M. DiTeodoro

Saturday April 14th
Pick of the Litter 9:20 am
Manry at Sea ~ In the Wake of a Dream
9:25 am

Burden of Genius 9:35 am

Sunday April 15th
Edie 9:05 am
6 Weeks to Mother’s Day 11:05 am

Late Additions:
Friday April 13th
We the Animals 1:35 pm

Saturday April 14th
We the Animals 7:15 pm

Sunday April 15th
Lean on Pete 4:30 pm
Check for the latest festival updates
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ciff or
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ClevelandInternationalFilmFestival.
Or visit www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/
updates.

Challenge Match
The Challenge Match is the CIFF’s annual
fundraising campaign, and the only time of
the year that we ask for your support (we
do not send out solicitation letters at any
time). The challenge to you—our
audience—is to raise $150,000, which will
be matched by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

We are $73,827 closer to
reaching our goal of $150,000!
A $10 DONATION QUALIFIES YOU FOR
ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!!
FITNESS FIRST CLASS: Enjoy a 3-month
membership to Core Fitness Club at The
Ritz-Carlton, Cleveland plus a shopping trip
to Legacy Village so you’ll look your best!
INDULGENCE: Pamper yourself with
a dozen facials from Bella Capelli
Sanctuario, two one-year memberships
for yoga at the Atma Center, a new
hairstyle from Eddy’s on Coventry, and
a bottle of wine to celebrate the new
you! Don’t you deserve it?

SHOWING
TODAY

HAL

is playing today at 6:30 p.m.
at Capitol Theatre

Official Airline of the 42nd CIFF
The Cleveland International Film Festival receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our region’s
artistic and cultural heritage.

EMBRACE CURIOSITY

Last year, more than 9,300 students from 108 schools embraced
curiosity at CIFF’s FilmSlam. This year, those stats are sure to
increase. Yesterday’s crowd saw “Mr. Connelly has ALS” a
33-minute short by Dan Habib. Habib, right, poses with students
and Beth Steele Radisek, CIFF special programs director.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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Stop by the Challenge Match table in the
Tower City Cinemas lobby to donate.

There’s nothing quite like seeing a good movie with a good
friend—especially when it’s a CIFF selection!

