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or “Kusama-Infinity” director Heather
Lenz,Yayoi Kusama is an inspiration,
one she has studied, written, and even
lectured on before making a film about
her. For many people in the general public,
Kusama is an enigma whose imagery has
flirted on the edges of their awareness. Now,
she’s taking her rightful place as one of the top
artists of the time.
“Kusama-Infinity” explores Kusama’s
impressive and versatile body of work, and the
equally fascinating—and frequently tormented
—artist who creates it. The polka-dot “infinity
nets” that have become her trademark, after
all, are also hallmarks of the hallucinations she
experiences.
“I fight pain, anxiety, and fear every day,”
she says in her autobiography, “and the only
method I have found that relieves my illness is
to keep creating art.”
Kusama first made a name for herself in the
1950s and 1960s, when she came to America
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KUSAMA - INFINITY

is playing today at 7:40 p.m.
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Robbie Barrat (center), one of the subjects from the
documentary “Science Fair,” takes the post-screening Q&A
out to the fountain to enjoy lunch and laughs with FilmSlam
students from Stow-Munroe Falls High School.
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“Kusama-Infinity” director Heather Lenz stopped by the G4
Studios at Tower City to tape a “Meet the Filmmaker” interview
before the screening of her documentary.

with the intention of shaking up the art
world and becoming one of its stars.
“She’s a trailblazer,” says Lenz, “who had to
overcome racism, sexism, and mental illness
on her way to become the world-famous
artist she is today.”
Kusama’s work challenged viewers—her
phallus-adorned chairs and body paintings
were so racy that, upon her later return to
Japan, she was considered scandalous—and
also challenged the art world itself.
“She rivaled people like Andy Warhol in
the ’60s,” Lenz points out. Warhol only
“won” that friendly rivalry when Kusama
left New York and returned to Japan,
checking herself into a mental hospital and
“falling into obscurity for decades, and then
having a comeback.”
In the 1990s, art connoisseurs began to
rediscover her work, with canny buyers
snapping up vintage pieces that had ended
up in consignment shops. Today, her signature
polka-dotted pumpkins have been rendered
as Limoges boxes and Louis Vuitton bags.
“She is currently the world’s top-selling female
artist,” Lenz adds.
A 50-year retrospective of Kusama’s
work began touring the United States in
February of 2017, and broke records for
attendance and demand at the Smithsonian
Institution’s Hirshhorn Museum. Lenz’s film
comes at a particularly opportune moment:
the exhibition, currently on display in
Toronto, is scheduled to arrive at the
Cleveland Museum of Art this summer.
From July 7 to September 30, a broad array
of artwork, including six of her legendary
Infinity Rooms, will be on display. CMA
members can already purchase tickets, which
will go on sale to the general public on
April 16. 		
—Lara Klaber

Theaters have been packed during CIFF42. If you haven’t
yet been part of the crowd, there’s still room for you!
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Art as Medicine

Filmmaker Sam Pollard had three documentaries screening
at CIFF42: “Sammy Davis, Jr.: I’ve Gotta Be Me,” “ACORN
and the Firestorm,” and “Maynard.” He certainly was busy
running from theater to theater in Tower City, plus the Cedar
Lee, to chat with audiences during post-film Q&As and Film
Forums.

German Film Focuses on Family,
Conflict, and Confronting the Past

Festival Updates
Added Screenings:
Saturday April 14th
Pick of the Litter 9:20 am
Manry at Sea ~ In the Wake of a Dream
9:25 am

Burden of Genius 9:35 am
Liyana 11:25 am
Don’t Talk to Irene 9:15 pm

Sunday April 15th

Jürgen Prochnow, left, is perhaps best known as the submarine
captain in the WWII film “Das Boot” (1981), and Petra Schmidt
Schaller is known for “Unknown” (2011) and “Runaway Horse”
(2007). The two star together in “The Final Journey.”

Edie 9:05 am
6 Weeks to Mother’s Day 11:05 am
Tripped Up 1:05 pm

N

ick Baker-Monteys asks: “Who doesn’t
have a family with secrets and conflicts?”
In fact, he builds his latest film, “The
Final Journey” around that very premise. The
feature follows a German grandfather, Eduard
(played by Jürgen Prochnow from 1981’s “Das
Boot”), and granddaughter, Adele, who together
go to the Ukraine, where the grandfather fought
during World War II. He is in search of a lost
love, who he hasn’t heard from in over 50 years.
“It’s about confronting the past, discovering
how the past has shaped us, and hopefully
coming to terms with that,” Baker-Monteys says.
The story idea came from his co-writer,
Alexandra Umminger, whose own grandfather
was an officer in the Wehrmacht, the armed
forces of Nazi Germany. As they were crafting
the script, the two writers also learned about a
German soldier who went on a similar journey
to the Ukraine looking for the love of his life.
“The story grew and developed over time,”
says Baker-Monteys. “[Then] the conflict in the
Ukraine began.”
During the filming, there was civil war on the
border between the Ukraine and Russia, which
became part of the story, too.
As the script continued to develop, “increasingly, I realized the story was about my own
family, too!” Baker-Monteys says, and adds that
others come up to him after the film’s screening
and mention that they found similarities that

Late Additions:
Friday April 13th
We the Animals 1:35 pm

Saturday April 14th
We the Animals 7:15 pm

Sunday April 15th
Lean on Pete 4:30 pm
Check for the latest festival updates
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ciff or
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ClevelandInternationalFilmFestival.
Or visit www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/
updates.

Challenge Match
The Challenge Match is the CIFF’s annual
fundraising campaign, and the only time of
the year that we ask for your support (we
do not send out solicitation letters at any
time). The challenge to you—our
audience—is to raise $150,000, which will
be matched by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

We are $89,320 closer to
reaching our goal of $150,000!
A $10 DONATION QUALIFIES YOU FOR
ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!!
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM(S): Admission
to the Museum of Natural History and
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, and tickets
for the Cleveland Orchestra at Blossom
Music Center, the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame and Museum, and Greater
Cleveland Aquarium. Plus, enjoy FREE
ICE CREAM FOR A YEAR from Mitchell’s
Homemade Ice Cream!

Nick Baker-Monteys was born in Berlin and worked as a journalist in London before he returned to Berlin as a writer and film
director.

reminded them of their own families—no
matter what nationality they are.
Audiences will get to know more than Eduard
and Adele, as the other characters that the two
meet along the way also play into the plot.
“It’s a great story about characters who we
can relate to,” he says. “The history we delve
into is also fascinating. But permeating everything is the human face of war and conflict. Not
the issue of who is right and wrong. Good guy
or bad guy. It doesn’t matter whether during
World War II or now in the Ukraine-Russia
conflict.
“I’m interested in what unites us, not [what]
divides us,” he concludes.
—Molly Drake and Anne M. DiTeodoro
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Stop by the Challenge Match table in the
Tower City Cinemas lobby to donate.

THE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

THE FINAL JOURNEY

is playing today at 7:05 p.m.

ONLINE

Visit The Daily online edition at
www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/the-daily.

The Cleveland International Film Festival receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our region’s
artistic and cultural heritage.
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Official Airline of the 42nd CIFF

TODAY’S ONLINE VERSION INCLUDES:
• Dark Money (Playing today at 5:30 p.m.)

EMBRACE CURIOSITY

Jane, left, and Ciara Ahern pose for an embrace at the Cedar
Lee Theatre.

Director Kimberly Reed talks about the
epidemic of “dark money” plaguing U.S.
politics—and how she spent more than five
years developing the film in her home state
of Montana.

