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Our CIFF volunteers are everywhere and they’re always ready
to answer questions and help your Festival experience
exceed expectations! You’ll find friendly faces stationed
at Tower City, Capitol Theatre, Cedar Lee Theatre, and the
Beachland Ballroom.

Barbara Kopple, left, Academy Award winner for her two
documentaries, shares the stage with Collier Landry. The
two collaborated on “A Murder in Mansfield,” Landry’s story
about his mother’s murder. An emotional Q&A with the
audience and special guests took place after yesterday’s
screening.
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It’s a struggle, he says “as we attempt
to become better representatives of
our gender.”
He sees a bit of himself in the
film’s characters. “I, like a Boy Band
member, was continuing to do things
into my thirties … without really
evolving and doing it for diminishing returns, just like them.” Decision
time—either continue doing the
same old thing, or try something
new, even if it means stepping out of
Filmmaker Joel Moss Levinson went back to his hometown of Dayton,
the comfort zone.
Ohio, to shoot his first feature. Why? It was “dirt cheap.”
The film takes place in Dayton,
Ohio, where the Levinson brothers grew up,
Boy Band” is not a film about the
and nearby Yellow Springs, where Levinson
Jonas Brothers or *NSYNC. “It’s a
lives now. Two cities, Levinson says, that “are
movie with drugs and cyborgs and
filled with wonderful, creative people, dirt
Questlove playing an alien,” says Joel Moss
cheap locations, and other total awesomeness
Levinson, the film’s director. But despite
I was excited to showcase.”
all that, he says, “it’s actually got a core of
He wanted to prove a point, that “there are
emotional honesty.”
different kinds of comedy movies that deserve
Just from that explanation, you probably
get the idea that Levinson is a funny guy.
to get made, and they don’t all have to be
This movie, which he made with his brother
funneled through the executive decision
Stephen, shows people “what we could do
making of Los Angeles or New York.”
when our sense of humor was given a chance
Bonus—shooting in Ohio stretched the
to breathe,” he says.
budget two to three times further.
No sibling rivalry here. The two compleSince Dayton is about a four-hour drive
south of Cleveland, the Levinson sibs will have
ment each other. “Stephen is a writer, I’m a
friends, family, investors, cast, and crew driving
director,” says Levinson. “He continues to try
up for the World Premiere screening here.
to come up with spur-of-the-moment jokes,
Levinson admits that during the screening,
I try to incorporate them into what we’re
his nerves may be evident, “until I hear the
shooting. We’re really lucky that our dynamic
first laugh,” he says. “After that, I’ll relax and
lines up so well.”
just ride it.”
[This project] “was a dream come true,” he
He’ll be paying attention to what jokes get
continues.
laughs.
Yes, audiences will laugh while watching the
“Here’s hoping it makes people laugh and
film. But there is a serious side. Levinson says
brings them along for a very weird ride,” he
that the film is an “allegory for the evolution
concludes.
—Anne M. DiTeodoro
we are all as men facing in the 20th to 21st
century transition.” He explains that things
that worked before (in the 20th century)
SHOWING
BOY BAND
“don’t cut it anymore, and we have to evolve
TODAY
is playing today at 5:30 p.m.
if we want to survive in the 21st.”
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No Sibling Rivalry—Just Two
Filmmaker Brothers Living the Dream

The Capitol Theatre was dog friendly last night for the
premiere of “The Assassin’s Code.” The thriller was shot
in Cleveland and stars Justin Chatwin, from Showtime’s
“Shameless.”

Longing to Belong

Festival Updates
Added Screenings:
Saturday April 14th
Pick of the Litter 9:20 am
Manry at Sea ~ In the Wake of a Dream
9:25 am

Burden of Genius 9:35 am
Liyana 11:25 am
Don’t Talk to Irene 9:15 pm

Sunday April 15th
Edie 9:05 am
6 Weeks to Mother’s Day 11:05 am
Tripped Up 1:05 pm

Late Additions:
Saturday April 14th
We the Animals 7:15 pm

Sunday April 15th

Manuel Concha will be appearing at CIFF, marking the second
time he’s been at the Festival; he also appeared in 2008 with
the film “Mañana.”

Lean on Pete 4:30 pm
Check for the latest festival updates
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ciff or
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ClevelandInternationalFilmFestival.
Or visit www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/
updates.

L

ife can sometimes change in an instant, as
the protagonists of the suspense-filled
thriller “Blind Alley” are all too aware.
One night, while sitting in a car, brothers Alex
and Michel are shot by an unknown
assailant, leaving the former paralyzed from
the waist down. As the siblings wrestle with this
new reality (and Michel contemplates
trying to find a way to pay for a healing
surgery for Alex) they also come under a cloud
of criminal suspicion.
There’s no good reason for this distrust—it’s
rooted in baseless prejudice—and the burden of
stereotypical expectations, self-fulfilling prophecies, and betrayal haunts the rest of the movie.

Challenge Match
The Challenge Match is the CIFF’s annual
fundraising campaign, and the only time of
the year that we ask for your support (we
do not send out solicitation letters at any
time). The challenge to you—our
audience—is to raise $150,000, which will
be matched by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

We are $103,599 closer to
reaching our goal of $150,000!
A $10 DONATION QUALIFIES YOU FOR
ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!!

“It doesn’t matter if we’re born here,” Alex
says at one point. “We don’t look like them.”
For director/screenwriter Manuel
Concha—who was born and raised in Sweden
to parents hailing from Chile—the themes of
the movie resonated deeply with him. “My
appearance doesn’t look like a typical Swede,
so all my life I’ve been struggling with my
identity, explaining to other people that I’m a
Swede,” he says. “This feeling of being an
outsider and not belonging somewhere is
something I can [relate to] with the characters
in the movie.”
“Blind Alley” is also based on true events,
which makes the movie even more meaningful
to Concha. “It’s a personal film, because some
parts of the story happened to me in real life,”
he says. “I wanted to tell about this dark period
in my hometown that happened where white
supremacy is gaining popularity. Sadly, it’s
happening in other places around the world
also.”
As far as film takeaways go, he says “an
awareness of your own prejudice” is his top
priority. “We all have them,” he says. “But
I think we as human beings have to stop
think[ing] so negative about other people, and
instead think that everyone on this planet has
their own battles in life.”
—Annie Zaleski
SHOWING
TODAY

THOMMY T-SHIRT DAY IS TODAY!
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OUR WINNING SEASON: This is the
ultimate sports prize package! We’ve
included tickets to Cavaliers, Indians,
and Browns games, a basketball signed
by Tristan Thompson, merchandise from
Great Lakes Brewing Company, and
packaged meats for tailgating!

Wear a t-shirt (or sweatshirt) from any of the 42 CIFFs and enter a
drawing at Patron Services to win two all-access passes to CIFF 43!
Thommy T-shirt day is presented in loving memory of long-time CIFF
supporter Thomas A. Duke, who never met a CIFF t-shirt he didn’t
love and wear—whether it still fit him or not.

THE ROCKER: Spend a weekend downtown with tickets to the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame and Museum, a night under the
stars at Jacobs Pavilion, an overnight stay
at the Renaissance Cleveland Hotel, and
an unforgettable meal at Parker’s
Downtown Cleveland!
Stop by the Challenge Match table in the
Tower City Cinemas lobby to donate.

The Cleveland International Film Festival receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our region’s
artistic and cultural heritage.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Official Airline of the 42nd CIFF

BLIND ALLEY

is playing today at 8:30 p.m.

EMBRACE CURIOSITY

ABOVE: Movie night means fun night for CIFF guests. Getting ready to enjoy a
film with friends and family sounds like a perfect evening! RIGHT: It’s Day 10
and things are getting a little silly! Sue Roach from the CIFF Selection Committee
cheeses it up for the camera.

