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After the film, Opening Night guests got to mingle with
friends and enjoy the party.
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Bladenboro were facing and what others
had been confronting in the communities
where I’d already been filming,” she says.
She knew she had to include this
recent story in her first feature
documentary, “Always in Season,” with
Claudia’s fight for justice framing the
narrative.
“Regardless of whether Lennon was
lynched, the community had a right for
the case to be investigated thoroughly,
given the racial divisions in Bladenboro
and the history of lynching terrorism in
the U.S.,” Olive explains.
Imagine hearing sad stories, interviewing angry subjects, and examining
dozens of lynching photographs
This is former journalist Jacqueline Olive’s first feature documentary.
over-and-over again.
“I eventually traded in 60-second news stories for creating in-depth
“While it was sometimes difficult,
narratives of my own,” she says. “I love every aspect of documentary
filmmaking because it combines artistry with analysis and is a highly
making the film has always been
collaborative process that allows for nuanced storytelling.”
incredibly important to me,” Olive says.
“What’s
been inspiring for me is getting to
or four years, Jacqueline Olive had been
know
and
film with people who are not
filming and working on a documentary
ignoring
generations
of dehumanization and
about historic lynchings in the U.S.
brutality,
but
are
grappling
with the connecHer focus was on how families of both
tions
between
the
past
and
the present in
perpetrators and victims “were confronting
order
to
help
repair
the
damage
and move
this form of racial terrorism in order to
their
communities
towards
reconciliation.”
memorialize the victims, repair the damage,
After 10 years of working on an intensely
and move their communities towards healing,”
emotional
film, she has a final product to share
she says.
with
audiences.
Olive had wrapped up filming and thought
“Processing the anger and pain that comes
she was finished with production. Then she
with
directly tackling this history has
heard about Lennon Lacy. This 17-year-old
ultimately
been empowering for most of the
boy was found hanging from a swing set in
people
featured
in ‘Always in Season,’ as well as
Bladenboro, North Carolina. The year was
for
me,”
Olive
concludes.
“I hope audiences of
2014.
the
film
will
feel
the
same.”
She couldn’t stop now. Olive reached out
—Anne M. DiTeodoro
to the teen’s mother, Claudia. Although the
death was ruled a suicide, she believes her son
was lynched.
After talking with the grieving mother,
SHOWING  ALWAYS IN SEASON
Olive noticed “the sharper the parallels
TODAY
is playing today at 6:35 p.m.
became between the horror that people in
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Former Journalist Tackles
Racial Terrorism in Debut Doc

ABOVE: From left, Patrick Shepherd, Nancy Callahan
(CIFF Board president), Marcie Goodman, Bill Guentzler,
and Emanuel Cohn, assistant producer of “The Etruscan
Smile.” This is Cohn’s first time in Cleveland, but not
his first time with CIFF. His short film, “The Little Dictator,” screened here in 2017. BELOW: Denyelle Rashid
(left) and Kalim Hill enjoy the Opening Night festivities.
Denyelle’s daughter, Logan Williams, is the subject of
FilmSlam’s “Blanket Blessings.”
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Battling, not only on the court,
but emotionally

Festival Updates
Late Additions:

W

e idolize sports figures in our culture.
If the team is winning, we overlook
any “issues” a player may have. We
may chalk it up to their passion for the game,
or their drive to produce a winner; we certainly
don’t want to blame it on depression, anxiety, or
any other mental illness.
“We’ve seen athletes come back from drugs,
from orthopaedic ruin, even from prison,”
says Johnny Sweet, director of “Quiet Storm.”
“But you never see a guy, especially a star player,
come back from what many dismiss as crazy.”
In 2010, after sinking the game-winning shot
that made the Los Angeles Lakers world
champions, Ron Artest thanked his psychologist,
Dr. Santhi Periasamy. It was a bold move, and
one that paved the way for others to start talking
openly about mental illness, including Cleveland
Cavalier Kevin Love, who recently opened up
about his panic attacks.
“Ron said those words because he is truly
guileless,” says Sweet. “There was no plan, no
[public service announcement] pre-built
campaign.”
Sweet knew that Artest didn’t have to share
that information “in front of the world at the
top of the mountain.” As a filmmaker, he felt
that this story should be amplified for that
reason.
Artest, now known as Metta World Peace,
had battled with demons for years. He grew
up in Queensbridge Houses in New York City,
the county’s largest public housing development, and had a difficult childhood. It wasn’t
something he outgrew, either; it followed him
through college and into the NBA.

Thursday April 4th
Mike Wallace Is Here 7:10 pm
Good Girl Gone Bad 8:30 pm

Friday April 5th
Cut Off 3:30 pm
Good Girl Gone Bad 5:30 pm
Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am 8:25 pm

Saturday April 6th
Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am 9:00 am
Good Girl Gone Bad 4:50 pm
Mike Wallace Is Here 5:10 pm
Before You Know It 6:20 pm
Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil
and Vile 9:25 pm
Cut Off 9:45 pm

Sunday April 7th
Cut Off 4:20 pm
Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil
and Vile 6:55 pm
Before You Know It 7:00 pm
Check for the latest festival updates
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ciff or
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ClevelandInternationalFilmFestival.
Or visit www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/
updates.

Challenge Match
The Challenge Match is the CIFF’s annual
fundraising campaign, and the only time of
the year that we ask for your support (we
do not send out solicitation letters at any
time). The challenge to you—our
audience—is to raise $150,000, which will
be matched by Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

Johnny Sweet in Queensbridge, Ron Artest’s neighborhood in
Queens, NY.“Right on the court where he (Ron) learned to play
ball from his pops,” says Sweet.

In addition to hearing from the subject
himself, Sweet talks with Kobe Bryant and
Jermaine O’Neal, both former teammates of
Artest, and other NBA stars. Sweet was surprised
by the “myriad of emotions and reactions” he
witnessed from all those interviewed. Artest’s
story is “full of surprises and iconic signposts
—funny, tragic, and in the end, improbably
inspirational,” he says.
“Quiet Storm” has screened at several other
film festivals across the country, and Sweet has
seen the audience react. “There’s been crying,
laughter, just a whole mix of different emotional
reactions,” he says. During the Q-and-A sessions
after the film, he notes, some audience members
have confessed that they also are battling mental
struggles.
—Anne M. DiTeodoro

SHOWING
TODAY

 UIET STORM: THE
Q
RON ARTEST STORY
is playing today at 8:00 p.m.
at the Near West Theatre

We are $8,089 closer to
reaching our goal of $150,000!
A $10 DONATION QUALIFIES YOU FOR
ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!!

THE

DOWNTOWN: Spend a weekend downtown with tickets to the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame, a night under the stars
at Jacobs Pavilion, an overnight stay at
the Renaissance Cleveland Hotel, a VIP
experience at the Cleveland Tall Ships
Festival, and an unforgettable meal at
Mallorca!

Visit The Daily online edition at
www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/the-daily.

TODAY’S ONLINE VERSION INCLUDES:
• Kate Nash: Underestimate the Girl
(Playing today at 3:45 p.m.)

Filmmaker Amy Goldstein’s passion for
filmmaking began in a photo studio.

Stop by the Challenge Match table in
the Tower City Cinemas lobby to donate.

• The Pursuit (Playing today at 4:45 p.m.)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

The Cleveland International Film Festival receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our region’s
artistic and cultural heritage.

followed by a FilmForum

John Papola’s interest in economics fueled
his film career.
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Official Airline of the 43rd CIFF

ONLINE

• The Sweet Requiem (Playing today at 6:00 p.m.)
Tenzin Dolker makes her debut in a beautiful
film that connects her with her past.

WELCOME:

Rachel Kingsbury welcomes Justin Carson with a big hug
before the screening of “The Etruscan Smile.” The two are
thrilled to be at Opening Night and looking forward to 11
more days of films!

• Kifaru (Playing today at 6:50 p.m.)

David Hambridge travels to Kenya in pursuit of
the last male northern white rhino.

