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is playing today at 7:40 p.m.

Back where it all began. The Cedar Lee Theatre was the site
of the first Cleveland International Film Festival, 43 years ago!
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A

t 20 years old, Phil Kibbe dropped out
of college and accepted an internship
with the Cleveland Film Commission,
the start of his budding film career.
Working as a production assistant on
local independent films and commercials, he
eventually bought his own camera to continue
developing his videography and cinematography skills. After seeing some footage of
F1D model planes in flight, Kibbe was
inspired to begin shooting his first feature
documentary, “Float.”
“My producer on the film, who ended up
being one of the characters, used to fly those
planes all throughout high school and started
getting back into it in his late 20s,” recalls
Kibbe. “Half of this film definitely belongs to
him. Without him, there would be no ‘Float.’”
That producer was Ben Saks, a friend of
Kibbe’s since he was 12 years old. At the time
the two decided to team up, successful
competition documentaries like “King of
Con!” and “Spellbound” were released, a
genre Kibbe absolutely loved and wanted to
be part of.
“What inspired me was not only the
beauty of the planes, but the obscurity of the

characters,” Kibbe says. “To devote so much
time and energy to something that no one
has ever heard of and that reaps no material
reward, I really wanted to learn more about
them as much as the planes.”
The level of dedication these individuals
had to pursue something so complex and
intricate fascinated Kibbe.Yet, in front of the
camera, these incredibly talented F1D pilots
were far more interested in their craft and less
invested in performing or entertaining for a
feature-length film.
“For the most part, they were very
reserved, very suspicious, calculated, measured
individuals,” says Kibbe, “which makes
perfect sense [because that’s] what the hobby
requires.”
After nine years of interviewing F1D pilots
from all around the world and learning how
to create an educational narrative for the
masses about this niche subject matter, Kibbe
hopes this may encourage people to become
involved. With rumors this particular artform
is dying, the film might breathe some
much-needed life into the sport.
“This activity provides a home for a group
of people who may have a hard time fitting
in,” says Kibbe. “Hopefully the film helps it
survive a little longer.”
Kibbe, a freelance videographer in New
York City, looks forward to returning home.
Originally from Shaker Heights, Ohio, he
couldn’t think of a better city to premiere his
first feature film.
“It’s fantastic,” exclaims Kibbe. “This is the
town I started in, I grew up in, and to get all
my friends and family to come out and see it
is so worth it to me.”
—Amy Brown

There’s still time to take a 3D peek at the interactive media
at Perspectives. It’s open today until 7 p.m., tomorrow from
11 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Photo: Tim Smith

As a teenager
at the height
of the 1990s,
Director Phil
Kibbe began
immersing
himself in
the language
of cinema,
inspired by
innovative
directors of
the time, like
Wes Anderson,
Sam Mendes,
and Darren
Aronofsky.
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Shaker Heights native returns
home with first feature

Photo opp! Patrons have enjoyed posing for photos by our
colorful signage.
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A Glimpse into Decades of
Broadway History

Festival Updates
Added Screening:

P

Saturday April 6th

roducer Jeff Wolk met Leonard Soloway
a decade ago from family connections
that went back further. “I found him
fascinating to talk with as his experience in the
theater is simply incredible,” says Wolk. “Not
only does Leonard have the longevity, he’s a
great storyteller, and his firsthand stories of
iconic Broadway stars are amazing.”
Wolk went on to produce “Leonard Soloway’s
Broadway,” which covers both Soloway and
Broadway.
Soloway is a legend in the theater community,
and, at 90 years old, he continues to produce
shows. He is known for his “cut-to-the-quick”
ability, as Wolk puts it. Soloway has the unique
talent of effectively dealing with a Broadway
executive, while still treating a waiter with
equal respect.
Wolk remarked that there are broader lessons
in the film that can be learned from Soloway,
and he says, “In my mind, they are even more
important.” Out of many, Wolk cites
“perseverance and dedication to one’s craft.”
The film displays Soloway’s perseverance in
continually challenging himself; in fact, Wolk
states that Soloway is “driven for the next
success, not relying on the past.”
“Leonard Soloway’s Broadway” also shows
audiences a behind-the-scenes look into the
Broadway process. Although Wolk says that
Soloway “wasn’t thrilled” about filming rehearsals,
“those moments that we did capture turned out
to be some of the most compelling to watch.”

100 Things 9:00 am
Champions 9:05 am
The City That Sold America 3:10 pm
Princess of the Row 3:40 pm

Late Additions:
Friday April 5th

Cut Off 3:30 pm
Good Girl Gone Bad 5:30 pm
Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am 8:25 pm

Saturday April 6th

Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am 9:00 am
Good Girl Gone Bad 4:50 pm
Mike Wallace Is Here 5:10 pm
Before You Know It 6:20 pm
Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil
and Vile 9:25 pm
Cut Off 9:45 pm

Sunday April 7th

Cut Off 4:20 pm
Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil
and Vile 6:55 pm
Before You Know It 7:00 pm
Check for the latest festival updates
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ciff or
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ClevelandInternationalFilmFestival.
Or visit www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/
updates.

Challenge Match
The Challenge Match is the CIFF’s annual
fundraising campaign, and the only time of
the year that we ask for your support (we do
not send out solicitation letters at any time).
The challenge to you—our audience—is to
raise $150,000, which will be matched by
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

A $10 DONATION QUALIFIES YOU FOR
ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!!
THE MAKEOVER: Makeover your favorite
room thanks to Wayside Furniture, enjoy a
3-sectioned wall closet insert with professional installation from The Closet Factory,
and ensure there will be a place for all your
treasures with ‘Leen on Me Organizing.

Wear a t-shirt (or sweatshirt) from
any of the 43 CIFFs and enter a
drawing at Patron Services to win
two all-access passes to CIFF44!
Thommy T-shirt day is presented in
loving memory of long-time CIFF supporter Thomas A. Duke, who never
met a CIFF t-shirt he didn’t love and
wear—whether it still fit him or not.
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We are $84,575 closer to
reaching our goal of $150,000!

THOMMY T-SHIRT DAY IS TOMORROW!

SHOWING
TODAY

L EONARD SOLOWAY’S
BROADWAY
is playing today at 8:30 p.m.

at the Cleveland Museum of Art

THE

ONLINE

Visit The Daily online edition at
www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/the-daily.

TODAY’S ONLINE VERSION INCLUDES:
• Pause (Playing today at 9:20 a.m.)

Tonia Mishiali talks “realistic, complex
cinematic portrayals of women.”

• Very Senior - Attitude is Everything
Mark Baker is a senior with a good attitude!

• The Providers (Playing today at 4:25 p.m.)
followed by FilmForum

Spotlight on rural healthcare in America.

• Joseph Pulitzer: Voice of the People
(Playing today at 5:45 p.m.)
at the Cleveland Museum of Art

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

The Cleveland International Film Festival receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our region’s
artistic and cultural heritage.

In fact, Wolk said that a common comment
from early test audiences was that “...they had
no idea of how brutal the process of putting
together a production can be.” Not only is this
movie a look at a fascinating person, it also
shows aspects of Broadway that audiences do
not normally see.
Wolk sums up his film thusly: “Not only
do you get a rare behind-the-scenes look at
decades of Broadway history, you get inspiration from an individual with a unique take on
following your dream, and becoming the person
you want to be.”
—W. Connor Drake

(Playing today at 11:40 a.m.)

Stop by the Challenge Match table in the
Tower City Cinemas lobby to donate.

Oren Rudavsky pulls back the curtain on
Joseph Pulitzer.

• Right to Harm (Playing today at 6:15 p.m.)
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Official Airline of the 43rd CIFF

Leonard Soloway’s illustrious career started right here.
He began as a volunteer at the Cleveland Playhouse. His
70-plus-year career is truly amazing—he has produced over
100 shows, received more than 40 Tony awards, 62 Tony
nominations, and 3 Pulitzer Prizes.

at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History

Co-directors discuss the health impact that
factory farming has on communities.

WELCOME

Today is Volunteer Appreciation Day! Here’s a shout out to all
our extraordinary CIFF volunteers! They have spent the last 10
days smiling nonstop and welcoming guests to all screenings.
Be sure to show them some love on their special day!

• Scream, Queen! My Nightmare on
Elm Street (Playing today at 9:40 p.m.)

Co-directors tell the story of “Nightmare on
Elm Street 2” star.

