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SHOWING
TODAY

 BULBUL CAN SING

is playing today at 2:45 p.m.

 VILLAGE ROCKSTARS

is playing today at 12:35 p.m.

Go, Green Team, Go! Grace Sullivan and the Green Team
crew have been busy collecting and readying items for
recycling throughout the 11 days of the Festival. Take a look
at some of the numbers, so far. And they’re not done yet!
3,929 pounds of waste diverted from landfills, including:
• 713 straws and 1,503 plastic ice cream cups
(or 245.4 pounds of hard-to-recycle plastics recycled
through TerraCycle)
• 1,042 Great Lakes Brewing Company beer bottles
• 12.2 pounds of popcorn and 192 pounds of pizza boxes
composted
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t first glance, one would be forgiven for
mistaking Rima Das for a Bollywood
actress. Once upon a time, she had
planned to become one. But her trajectory
took her away from the center of Bollywood
and is now making her one of India’s most
celebrated new filmmakers. With three
feature-length films under her belt—two
of which, “Village Rockstars” and “Bulbul
Can Sing,” are playing today—and a string
of awards and nominations, Rima Das is
definitely Someone to Watch.
Born in Assam, a state in the far northeastern corner of India, Das grew up along the
bank of the Brahmputra River in the village
of Chaygaon, far from the bustle and glitter of
Mumbai and Bollywood.
“My younger brothers and I were brought
up under strict supervision, which never
worked, and the three of us, despite pressures
on studies, had played around in the river,
fishing, climbing trees, making a banana raft
during floods,” she recalled in an interview
with WMF India. “I had an eventful childhood. But now I feel so blessed that I lived
with these amazing times within the village
and experienced the simple, yet powerful life.”
Das earned a master’s degree in Sociology
at Pune University before traveling to
Mumbai with hopes of breaking into film.
She struggled to compete against actresses
who were far more fluent in English, but
found herself enthralled by filmmaking itself.
“I got really interested in films by Iranian

director Majid Majidi and Wong Kar Wai,”
she told Hollywood Reporter, “in addition to
masters such as Ingmar Bergman.”
She bought a Canon 5D Mark II digital
camera in 2011, and began working behind
the camera. “That has been my constant companion for all of my movies,” she reminisces.
Das has made most of her films on shoestring budgets, as labors of love, relying on
local amateur talent and self-financing. “I have
actually been more comfortable working with
nonprofessional actors,” she explains, “because
they totally surrender to you and trust you.”
“Village Rockstars” was inspired by a chance
encounter on a trip home. “When I was back
after staying in Mumbai city for a while,” she
told WMF India, “one evening I stumbled upon
these boys playing in a gathering with fake
instruments. My journey started then.”
For both “Village Rockstars” and “Bulbul
Can Sing,” Das has created strong, empowered
female protagonists living in nuanced, realistic
worlds. There is music, but don’t expect the
flamboyant musical productions of a
Bollywood film.
“I make cinema for myself first,” she
explains, “and never for the audience in mind.
When I shoot I completely absorb myself in
the storyline and begin to deeply relate with
my characters. I won’t give up until I achieve
my vision.”
But it’s a vision that audiences strongly
relate to. “I never expected that [“Village
Rockstars”] would end up going to so many
festivals and get the kind of response that it
did,” she marveled to Hollywood Reporter.
And as the accolades keep flowing in, we
know there will be much more to watch from
her in the future.
—Lara Klaber

The Film Festival Alliance met for two roundtable discussions, including one led by CIFF Marketing Director Debby
Samples on “Making the Most of Your Marketing Campaign.”
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“Making an independent film as a woman
in a country with deep
patriarchal mindsets
is never easy,” Rima
Das told WMF India.
“But I look beyond
and aspire to become
good at my job. I have
many ideas and I am
so excited that in
these coming years,
I will stay true to my
ideas.”
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Rima Das Lets Us Explore Indian
Village Life Through Her Eyes

Sometimes a quiet, dark theater is just what you need
after a hectic day of watching films.
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A Dream Gone Dry
C

Festival Updates
Added Screening:

alifornia City—all 186.5-square-miles of
it—is the third-largest city by area in the
state of California. That size makes it the
11th largest in the nation.
Never heard of it? Not surprising. Although
it has size behind it, this city in the Mojave
Desert never materialized in what it was set out
to be—a thriving metropolis, with cheap land
for sale with a California address. It was 1958
when developer Nat Mendelsohn was selling
this American Dream. After an initial fervor of
interest, things just dried up. Today, the city has
a mere 14,000 residents, miles of dirt roads, and
no real industry to support those who fell for
the dream.
“My father told me about California City
because he’d seen a short segment about it on
Italian TV,” says Fabrizio Maltese, the director of
“California Dreaming,” a documentary based on
this hoped-for grand city. “He told me about it
because he thought it would be interesting for
me as a photographer.”
Maltese, a freelance photographer born in
Italy and now living in Luxembourg, was
intrigued. The next time he was in California,
he rented a car and drove to California City.
“What struck me, once I got there, was how
the whole place could, in a sense, function as
a kind of physical representation of how the
American Dream had evolved from the time the
city was starting to be planned, in the late 1950s,
to today,” he says.
The idea was better suited to film, rather than
still photography.
Maltese began his research and found several
active community groups to contact. Although
they were eager to help with his project, “They
were very surprised that someone wanted to
make a film about California City,” he recalls.
He met Jean-Paul Leblanc, who came to
California City 50 years ago from Quebec in
Canada. Maltese follows Leblanc for several
months, and it is Leblanc’s story that ends up
becoming the focus of the film. Although
Leblanc “opened a lot of doors” for Maltese and

Saturday April 6th

100 Things 9:00 am
Champions 9:05 am
The City That Sold America 3:10 pm
Princess of the Row 3:40 pm

Late Additions:
Saturday April 6th

Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am 9:00 am
Good Girl Gone Bad 4:50 pm
Mike Wallace Is Here 5:10 pm
Before You Know It 6:20 pm
Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil
and Vile 9:25 pm
Cut Off 9:45 pm

Sunday April 7th

Cut Off 4:20 pm
Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil
and Vile 6:55 pm
Before You Know It 7:00 pm
Check for the latest festival updates
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ciff or
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ClevelandInternationalFilmFestival.
Or visit www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/
updates.

Challenge Match
The Challenge Match is the CIFF’s annual
fundraising campaign, and the only time of
the year that we ask for your support (we do
not send out solicitation letters at any time).
The challenge to you—our audience—is to
raise $150,000, which will be matched by
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

We are $102,547 closer to
reaching our goal of $150,000!
A $10 DONATION QUALIFIES YOU FOR
ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!!
OUR WINNING SEASON: This is the
ultimate sports prize package! We’ve
included tickets to Cavaliers, Indians,
and Browns games, dinner and a tour
at Great Lakes Brewing Company, and
packaged meats from Jaworski Meats
for tailgating!
A NIGHT AT THE RITZ: Enjoy a luxurious
night in the heart of the city at The
Ritz-Carlton, Cleveland, plus a three-course
dinner, and VIP brewery tour at Market
Garden Brewery.

SHOWING
TODAY

THE

CALIFORNIA DREAMING

is playing today at 4:15 p.m.

ONLINE

TODAY’S ONLINE VERSION INCLUDES:
• Simple Wedding (Playing today at 9:35 a.m.)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Director Sara Zandieh shares some more
insights on the creation of her multicultural
rom-com.

• Chasing Einstein (Playing today at 7:45 p.m.)
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The Cleveland International Film Festival receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our region’s
artistic and cultural heritage.

led him to others and their stories, the filmmaker
notes that it still was not easy to get people to
open up on camera.
“Meeting a potential character is only the
beginning,” Maltese says. “Before they will
really let you into their lives with a camera, they
need to trust you and understand where you are
coming from, and that’s something that takes
months of preparation and work.”
It is the characters he meets that truly make
his documentaries resonate with audiences. And
he finds satisfaction in the filmmaking process,
especially when he sees “how an idea can
blossom from an initial concept and research
into a reality through shooting and editing.
“But the most fun is definitely sharing it with
others and hearing their reactions,” he continues.
Maltese is thrilled to share his film with
CIFF audiences. And since this is his first time in
Ohio, he and his husband, film critic Boyd van
Hoeij, who is also in town for CIFF’s New
Direction Jury, are looking forward to visiting the Cleveland Museum of Art “to see its
photography exhibitions and, of course, their
Caravaggio.”
—Anne M. DiTeodoro

Visit The Daily online edition at
www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/the-daily.

Stop by the Challenge Match table in the
Tower City Cinemas lobby to donate.

Official Airline of the 43rd CIFF

Fabrizio Maltese has two other documentaries that take place
in the desert. “Twenty-Five Palms” was shot in Palm Springs
and “50 Days in the Desert” takes place in the Sahara.

at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History

Co-directors note that their film is for anybody
with curiosity.

• Greener Grass (Playing today at 9:40 p.m.)

WELCOME

The WindSong Feminist Choir, with special guest Anne E. DeChant,
welcomed guests to Tower City with their inspirational songs.

Dawn Luebbe and Jocelyn DeBoer take us
on a wild ride into a twisted suburban idyll.

