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he mission statement of the Public
Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton
County is “Connecting people with the
world of ideas and information.” Nowhere
does it say that if you’re homeless or mentally
ill, you are not welcome.
Public libraries are just that—public, free
and open to all. However, one librarian from
Salt Lake City, in an article he wrote for
the Los Angeles Times in 2007, noted that his
library, like “virtually all the urban libraries in
the nation, is a de facto daytime shelter for the
city’s homeless.” The article also noted that
librarians have added the role of social worker
to their responsibilities in these instances.
That article got Emilio Estevez thinking. It
took him 12 years, but he finally finished his
story with,“The Public,” tonight’s Closing
Night film.
Estevez stars in the film as a librarian caught
in the middle of a “sit in” by library patrons,
most who are homeless or mentally ill, and
won’t leave. The area shelters are full and they
have nowhere else to turn on a wintry night.
He also wrote, directed, and co-produced the
film. Scenes were filmed at night after hours

CIFF screened the world premiere of the film “Mosul.”
Director Daniel Gabriel, left, who did six tours in Iraq and
Afghanistan, and producer Matt Schrader were in
Cleveland to introduce their documentary.

CIFF headed east to the Cleveland Museum of Art for the
weekend.
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Although we are at the Cleveland International Film Festival,
we are going to give a little love to our southern Ohio
neighbors in Cincinnati. Emilio Estevez’s “The Public” was
filmed in 2017 partly in the Public Library of Cincinnati
& Hamilton County’s main branch downtown.

in the Cincinnati library, or the Public, as it’s
referred to. At first, the library administrators
and staff were concerned that giving the crew
access and filming onsite would be disruptive
to patrons and “could negatively impact the
mission of the public library.”
“I made it very clear that my intention
was not to impinge the public right to freely
access the library, its information, and its
resources,” Estevez tells American Libraries. “It
was important to convey how seriously I take
the work of librarians and how important I
believe libraries are as a crucial and essential
public commons.”
Each night the crew of more than 100
people would wrap up their work “making
sure that we left no discernible footprint,”
he continues.
The film was originally set to be shot in
Los Angeles, until Estevez was lured back to
his family roots in Ohio. His mother was born
in Cincinnati, and his father, actor Martin
Sheen, grew up in Dayton. He was also able
to get some significant tax incentives for
shooting in Cincinnati.
The local premiere took place on March 30
in downtown Cincinnati, and Cincinnatians
are proud and impressed that so many references to their Queen City are made in the
movie. According to the Cincinnati Enquirer,
Estevez peppers the script with multiple
references to the city and its neighborhoods,
as well as some insider lingo.
Also starring in the film are Alec Baldwin,
Taylor Schilling, Gabrielle Union, and
Christian Slater. It was co-produced with
Kristen Schlotman, executive director of
Film Cincinnati.
—Anne M. DiTeodoro
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Spend Closing Night
at ‘The Public’

The snacks are ready and this young guest is just waiting
for the show to start.
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is playing today at 6:45 p.m.

Personal Experiences Lead Filmmaker
to Achieve Her American Dream

Festival Updates

T

Late Additions:

he film “Crystal Swan” follows the story
of a young woman,Velya, attempting to
emigrate from Belarus to the United
States in 1996. The heroine of the film has a
typo in her visa which lands her in a backwater
town in Belarus.
The film’s director, Darya Zhuk, has plenty
in common with Velya. Zhuk left Belarus in the
’90s to study in the United States. Zhuk says,
“Many times I had to stand in line for the US
visa—and I found it one of the most stressful
experiences over the years.”
Zhuk talks about how Americans do not
understand how difficult it is to acquire a visa
to the United States. “It’s personal experiences
like that [that] led me to believe ‘Crystal Swan’
would be a good story to tell on screen.”
Travel to the United States for Belarusians
is different today. Zhuk says that it is easier to
find information with the Internet, and visas
are simply more accessible. “There is less of a
feeling that it’s now or never, it’s more fluid,”
she remarks.
Though the visa situation may be somewhat
changed, the story of Velya’s desire to travel the
world still rings true. “The ideas of leaving your
country to pursue a better life are very much in
the air nowadays all over Eastern Europe, so the
film resonates with young people,” Zhuk says.
“The American Dream is something hugely
relevant today, just like it was after the fall of the
Soviet Union.”
The theme of following a dream is behind the
production of this film as well. “Crystal Swan” is

Sunday April 7th

Cut Off 4:20 pm
Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil
and Vile 6:55 pm
Before You Know It 7:00 pm
Check for the latest festival updates
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ciff or
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ClevelandInternationalFilmFestival.
Or visit www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/
updates.

Challenge Match
The Challenge Match is the CIFF’s annual
fundraising campaign, and the only time of
the year that we ask for your support (we do
not send out solicitation letters at any time).
The challenge to you—our audience—is to
raise $150,000, which will be matched by
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.

Help us exceed our goal
of $150,000!
A $10 DONATION QUALIFIES YOU FOR
ONE OF THESE FABULOUS PRIZES!!
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM(S): Your family
can visit the area’s most popular attractions with memberships for the Museum
of Art, Museum of Natural History, and
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, and tickets for
the Aquarium. Then, leave the kids with
your folks and enjoy a Cleveland Orchestra
concert, dinner at Angelo’s Nido Italia, and
an overnight stay at Glidden House. Plus,
enjoy FREE ICE CREAM FOR A YEAR from
Mitchell’s Ice Cream!

CRYSTAL SWAN
is playing today at 1:25 p.m.

Closing Night

Many Languages, One Theme: Welcome!

THE HUNGER GAMES – (MOSTLY) WEST:
Indulge in a meal out each month with
lunch or dinner at 12 area restaurants
(including Pier W, Soho Chicken + Whiskey,
Melt Bar & Grilled, and more).
Stop by the Challenge Match table in the
Tower City Cinemas lobby to donate.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

The Cleveland International Film Festival receives
public support with local tax dollars from Cuyahoga
Arts & Culture, to preserve and enrich our region’s
artistic and cultural heritage.

SHOWING
TODAY

Everyone in attendance at any of the films showing in the last round
is invited to join us for the Closing Night dessert reception and awards presentation program
around The Fountain at Tower City Center.

DOWNTOWN: Spend a weekend downtown
with tickets to the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame, a night under the stars at Jacobs
Pavilion, an overnight stay at the Renaissance Cleveland Hotel, a VIP experience
at the Cleveland Tall Ships Festival, and
an unforgettable meal at Mallorca!

Official Airline of the 43rd CIFF

Zhuk’s first
feature film,
and though
the financing
was difficult,
Zhuk found
“at the end,
I got a lot
of creative
freedom, so I
feel lucky in
how it came
At 16, Darya Zhuk left her homeland in
together.
post-Soviet Belarus to study at Harvard
University, where she discovered filmmakIt’s always
ing. She holds a degree in economics from
a challenge
Harvard and an MFA in film directing from
for filmmak- Columbia University, both with honors.
ers to make
their first feature, and my advice is to keep the
focus, and believe in your project.”
Zhuk’s website reads, “She strives to tell fun,
unapologetically messy stories about always
strong, diverse, and sometimes shocking,
women.” When asked how the character Velya
related, Zhuk responds, “Velya is a perfect
embodiment of the type of characters I’d like
to explore in my films.”
The film is layered with the goals of the
character Velya, Zhuk’s past experiences, and
Zhuk’s realized dream of creative direction on
a feature film.
—W. Connor Drake

WELCOME

Wonder if “benvenuti” is Italian or Spanish? Or want to
translate “welcome” in Igbo? Click to The Daily online to see a
complete list of welcome translations in all the languages used
in this year’s campaign.

When you have the word ‘international’
as part of your name, it goes without saying
that languages and expressing the right
messages are important to the CIFF.
Fusion Filmworks worked on the creative
campaign for this year’s Festival. In addition
to designing the artwork and producing the
film trailer, they added translator to their list
of responsibilities.
“We started out making a list of languages
we thought were important to include in
the trailer,” says Grace Nowak, executive
producer, Fusion Filmworks. “After that we
began the search for cast members.”
Check out the full article online at:
www.clevelandfilm.org/festival/the-daily
—Anne M. DiTeodoro

